OLD   MANNERS   GONE
u Lookit that P
Surely it is not for traces of confetti she wants
me to look ? A wedding in the Kips is as rare as a
christening, and who ever heard of either one or the
other taking place therein ?
" There ye are now, the ballroom's empty and all
the bitches gone to bed"
" But it's early yet"    It was hardly midnight.
She gazed at a grandfather clock, the face of which
was blank. Possibly some exultant Shakespearean had
broken off the bawdy hand of the dial.
" Early or not, ye would think that there was no
decency left in the town. I mind the time that the
house was swimming in champagne before a gentleman
could get a move out of wan of them, what with all
their self-respect, and sittin' out, and dancin' and all
the rest of it. They had to be floated up to bed in
the best of bubbly. Look at it now. There's Lar
in an empty room playin' paralytic to half a pint"
I lamented the decay of manners with Mrs. Mack.
Her face was brick-red. Seen sideways, her straight
forehead and nose were outraged by the line of her
chin, which was undershot and outthrust, with an
extra projection on it like the under-jaw of an old
pike. There is a lot of rot talked about the effect of
vice on the countenance. It gives some faces, if
anything, a liberal look, but it largely depends on the
kind of vice, Avarice was written by Nature's hiero-
glyphic on the face of Mrs. Mack. I thought of the
grasping ways of her and of her like, which led to
the establishment of the " Whores' Bank " so that the
little starveling street-walkers might preserve a few
shillings from the inquisition and the search to which
they would be subjected on their return to the Kips.
u Ye can't dance be yerself. And there's nothing
doing till wan of them hussies is disengaged."
251